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T HE 

LIFE 

p 

cB. De Spinofa. 

SPINOSA^ that Philofopher, whofe 
Name makes fo great noife in the World, 
was originally a Jew. His Parents, a little 
while after his Birth, named him Baruch. 
But having afterwards forfaken Judaifin, h^ 
changed his Name, and call'd himfelf Benedict 
in his Writings, and in the Letters which 
he lubfcrib'd. He was Born at Amfterdam 
the a4th of November, in the Year 1632. 
What is commonly faid, that he was Poor 
and of a very mean Extraction, is not 
true. His Father, a Portuguefe Jew, was in 
very good Circumftances, and a Merchant at 
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Amfterdam, where he lived upon the Burgwal, 
in a good Houfe near the Old Portuguefe 
Synagogue. Befides, his civil and handfome 
behaviour, his Relations, who lived at eafe, 
and what was left to him by his Father and 
Mother, prove that his Extraction, as well 
as his Education, was above that of the 
Common People. Samuel Carceris, a Portuguefe 
Jew, Married the Youngeft of his two 
Sifters. The Name of the Youngeft Miriam, 
whofe Son Daniel Carceris, Nephew to 
Benedict de Spinofa, declared himfelf one of 
his Heirs after his Deceale : As it appears by 
an Act paft before Libertus Loef, a Notary, 
the 30th of March 1677. in the form of a 
Procuration directed to Henry Vander Spyck, 
in whofe Houfe Spinofa Lodged when he died. 

Spinoffs firft Studies. 

Spinofa fhewed from his Childhood, 
and in his younger years, that Nature 
had not been unkind to him. His quick fancy, 
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and his ready and penetrating Wit were 
eafily perceived. Becaufe he had a great Mind 
to learn the Latin Tongue, they gave him 
at firfl a German Mafler. But afterwardain 
order to perfect himfelf in that Language, 
he made ufe of the famous Francis Vanden 
Ende, who taught it then in Amfterdam, and 
practis'd Phyfick at the fame time. That Man 
taught with good Success and a great Repu- 
tation; fo that the Richeft Merchants ot 
that Gity intrufted him with the inftruction 
of their Ghildren, before they had found out 
that he taught his Scholars fomething elfe 
befides Latin. For it was difcovered at laft, 
that he fowed the firft Seeds of Atheifin in 
the Minds of ^thofe Young Boys. This is a 

. matter of fact, which I cou'd prove, if there 
was any neceflity for it, by the Teftimony 
of feveral honeft Gentlftnen, who are ftill 
living, and fome of whom have been Elders 
of the Lutheran Ghurch at Amfterdam. Thofe 

good Men blefs every day the Memory of 
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their Parents, who took care in due time to 
remove them from the School of fo pernicious 
and fb impious a Mailer. 

Vanden Ende had an only Daughter, who 
underftood the Latin Tongue, as well as 
Mufick, fb perfectly, that fhe was able to 
teach her Fathers Scholars in his abfence. 
Spinofa having often occafion to fee and 
{peak to her, grew in Love with her, and 
he has often confeft that he defign'd to Marry 
her. She was none of the mod Beautiful, but 
fhe had a great deal of Wit, a great Capa- 
city and a jovial Humour, which wrought 
upon the Heart of Spinofa, as well as upon 
another Scholar of Vanden Ende, whofe 
Name was Kerkering, a Native of Hamburgh. 
The latter did foon perceive that he had a 
Rival, and grew Jealous of him. This moved 
him to redouble his care, and his attendance 
upon his Miftrefs; which he did with good 
fuccefs : But a Neck-lace of Pearls, of the 
value of two or three hundred Piftoles, which 
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he had before prefented to that Young 
Woman, did without doubt contribute to 
win her Affection. She therefore promifed 
to Marry him: Which fhe did faithfully 
perform, when the Sieur Kerkering had 
abjured the Lutheran Religion, which he 
profeft, and embraced the Roman Catholick. 
See the Preface of Kortholt de tribus Im- 
poftoribus, of the ad Edition. 

As for Vanden Ende, being too well known 
in Holland, to find any Employment there, 
he was obliged to jook for it fomewhere elfe. 
He went into France, where he had a Tra- 
gical end, after iie had maintained himfelf for 
Ibme years with what he got by practifing 
Phyfick. Some fay that he was Condemned 
to be hanged, and Executed, for having 
attempted upon the Dauphin's Life; but others, 
who knew him particularly in France, own 
indeed that he was hanged, but they give 
another reafon for it. They fay, that Vanden 
Ende endeavoured to caufe an Infurrection in 
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one of the Provinces of France, the Inhabi- 
tants whereof hoped by that means to be 
reftored to their Ancient Priviledges; and 
tljat he defigned thereby to free the United 
Provinces from theoppreffion they were under, 
by giving fb much work to the King of 
France in his own Country, as to oblige him 
to keep a great part of his Forces in that 
Kingdom. That in order to facilitate the 
Execution of that defign, fome Ships were 
fitted out, but that they arrived too late. 
However it be, Vanden Ende was Executed, 
but if he had attempted upon the Dauphin's 
Life, 'tis likely that he wou'd have expiated 
his crime in another manner, and by a more 
rigorous Punifhment. 

He applies Himfelf to the Study of Divinity^ 
and then to Natural Phtlofophy. 

Sp i n o f a having leam'd the Latin Tongue 
well, applied himfelf to the Study of 
Divinity for fome years. In the mean time 
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his Wit and Jugdment encreased every day: 
So that finding himfelf more dilpofed to en- 
quire into Natural Caufes, he gave over 
Divinity, and betook himfelf altogether to 
the Study of Natural Philofophy. He did for 
a long time deliberate about the choice he 
fhou'd make of a Matter, whole Writing 
might ferve him a Guide in his defign. At 
laft, having light upon the Works of Def- 
cartes, he read them greedily; and afterwards 
he often declared that he had all his Philo- 
fophical Knowledge from him. He was char- 
med with that Maxim of Defcartes, Which 
fays. That nothing ought to admitted a& True, 
but what has been proved by good and folid 
Reafons. From whence he drew this Conse- 
quence that the ridiculous Doctrine aud Prin- 
ciples of the Rabbins cou*d not be admitted 
by a Man of Senfe; becaufe they are only 
built upon the Authority of the Rabbins 
themfelves, and becaufe what they teach, does 
not proceed from God, as they pretend with* 
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out any ground for it, and without the 
leaft appearance of Reafbn. 

From that time he began to be very much 
referved amongft the Jewifh Doctors, whom 
he fhunned as much as he cou'd : He was 
feldom feen in their Synagogues, whither he 
went only perfunctorily, which exafperated 
them againft him to the higheft degree; for 
they did not doubt but that he woud'd foon 
leave them, and make himfelf a Chriftian. 
Yet, to Ipeak the truth, he never embraced 
Chriftianity, nor received the Holy Baptifm: 
And tho he had frequent Converfations with 
fome leamM Mennonites, as well as with the 
moft eminent Divines of other Chriftian Sects, 
yet he never declared for, nor profeft himfelf 
to be a Member of any of them. 

Francis Halma fays, in the Account of 
Spinofa, which he publilTied in Dutch, that 
the Jews offered him a Pcnfion a little while 
before his Defertion, to engage him to remain 
amongft *em, and to appear now and then in 
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their Synagogues. This Spinofa himfelf affir- 
med feveral times to the Sieur Van der Spyck, 
his Landlord, and to fome other Perfons; 
adding, that the Penfion, which the Rabbins 
deflgnM to give him, amounted to looo 
Florins. But he protefied at the fame time, 
that if they had offered him ten times as 
much, he wou'd not have accepted of it, nor 
frequented their Affemblies out of fuch a 
motive; because he was not a Hypocrite, and 
minded nothing but Truth. Monfieur Bayle 
tells us. That he happened one day to be 
aflaulted by a Jew, as he was coming out 
of the Piayhoufe, who wounded him in the 
Face with a Knife, and that Spinofa* knew 
that the Jew defign'd to kill him, tho his 
wound was not dangerous. But Spinofa's 
I^andlord and his Wife, who are IKll living, 
give me quite another account of it. They 
had it from Spinofa himfelf, who did often 
tell them, that one Evening as he was coming 
out of the Old Portuguefe Synagogue, he 
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faw a Man by him with a Dagger in his 
Hand; whereupon (landing upon his guard, 
and going backwards, avoided the blow, which 
reached no farther than his Cloaths. He kept 
ftill the Coat that was run thro' with the 
Dagger, as a Memorial of that event. After- 
wards, not thinking himfelf to be fafe at 
Amfterdam, he refolved to retire Ibmewhere 
elfe with the firft opportunity. Befides, he 
was defirouts to go on with his Studies and 
Phyiical Meditations in a quiet Retreat. 

He was Excomunicated by the Jews. 

He had no fooner left the Communion 
of the Jews, but they profecuted him 
■ Juridically according to their Ecclefiaftical 
Laws, and Excommunicated him. He himfelf 
did very often o^n that he was Excommunicated 
by them, and declared, that from that time 
he broke all Friendfhip and Correlpondence 
with them.' Some Jews of Amfterdam, who 
"knew Spinofa very well, have alfo confirmed 
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to me the truth of that fact, adding, that 
the Sentence of Excommunication was 
publickly pronounced bij the Old Man 
Chacham Abuabh, a Rabbin of great Repu- 
tation amongft 'em. I have defired in vain 
the Sons of that old Rabbin to communicate 
that Sentence to me; they anfwered me, that 
they could not find it amongft the Papers of 
their Father, but I cou'd eafily perceive that 
they had no mind to impart it to me. 

I happened one day to ask a learned Jew 
here (at the Hague) what was the form of 
Interdicting or Excommunicating an Apoftate. 
He anfwered me, that it might be read in 
the Writings of Maimonides, and in the 
Treatife Hileoth Thalmud Thorah, Chap. 7. 
V. a. and that it was exprefed in a few words. 
But it is the common opinion of the Interpreters 
of the Scripture, that there were three forts 
of Excommunication among the Antientjews; 
tho it be not the opipion of the learned Mr. 
Selden, who acknowledges but two in hxh 
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Treatife de Synedriis veterum Hebraeorum 
1. I. c. 7. pag. 64. They call'd Niddui the 
firft kind of Excommunication, which they 
divided into two Branches. Firft, they fepa- 
rated the guilty Perfon, and he was prohi- 
bited to enter into the Synagogue for a week, 
after he had received a fevere reprimand, 
and had been eameftly exhorted to repent, 
and to put himfelf in a condition of obtaining 
the forg\yenefs of his fault. Which if he did 
not perform, he was allow'd one month longer 
to think of his duty. 

During all that time he was to keep at 
eight or ten paces diftance from everybody, 
and none durft keep Company with him, 
except thofe who brought him his Meat and 
Drink: That Interdiction was call'd the lefler 
Excommunication. Hofman in his Lexicon 
Vol. a. pag. 213. adds, that every Body was 
forbidden to eat and drink with fuch a Man, 
or to wafh in the fame Bath; yet that he 
might, if he wou'd, go to the Aflemblies 
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only to hear and inftruct himfelf. But if he 
happen'd to have a Son born during that 
Month, he cou'd not be Circumcifed: And 
if the Child happen'd to die, none was per- 
mitted to bewail him, or to exprefs any grief 
for his death. On the contrary, for a mark 
of an eternal infamy, they covered the place 
wherein he was buried with a heap of Stones, 
or they rolled up a huge Stone over it 
wherewith they covered that places 

Mr. Goeree affirms in his Jewifh Anti- 
quities Tom. I. pag. 641. That no Man was 
ever punifhed with a particular Interdiction 
or Excommunication amongft the Hebrews, 
and that there was no fuch thing practifed 
amongft *em; but moft Interpreters of the 
Holy Scriptures teach the contrary; and few 
of *m, either Jew or Chriftians, will approve 
of his opinion. 

The fecond kind of Interdiction or Excom- 
munication was caird Cherem. It was a 
Banifhment from the Synagogue attended 
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with dreadful Curfes, taken moft of *emout 
of Deuteronomy, Chap. a8. This is the 
opinion of Dr. Dilhcrrus, which he explains 
at large, Tom. 2. Difp. Re. & Philolog. pag. 
317. The learnd'd Dr. Lightfoot on the firft 
Epiftle to the Corinthians, Chap. 5, v. 5. 
(in the ad Vol. of his Works, pag. 890.) 
fhews us that that Interdiction or Banif b- 
ment was formerly practifed, when, after the 
term o£ thirty days was expired, the guilty 
perfon did not appear to acknowledge his 
fault: And this was, in his opinion, the 
fecond Branch of te lefler Interdiction or 
Excommunication. The Curfes inferted into 
it were taken from the Law of Mofes, and 
pronounced in a folemn manner againft the 
guilty person, before the Jews, in one of their 
publick Aflemblies. They lighted then fome 
Wax Candles that burnt all te time they were, 
reading the Sentence of Excommunication; 
which being ended, the Rabbin put out the Wax 
Candles, to fignify hereby that the unhappy Man 
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ivas given over to his reprobate Mind, and alto*- 
gether deprived of the Divine Light. After 
fuch an Interdiction, the guilty Perfon was 
not permitted to go to the Aflemblies, nor 
fo much as to hear and inftruct himfelf 
Neverthelefs, he was allowed another Month, 
and even two or three Months, in hopes 
that he wouM be reclaimed, and ask the 
fbrgivenefs of hk feults: But when he refolved 
not to do it, they did at lafl thunder the 
third and laft Excommunication againft him. 
This third kind of Excommunication they 
caird Schammatha. It was an Interdiction or 
a Banifhment from their Aflemblies or 
Synagogues, without any hopes of being 
admitted into them again. This they call'd 
alfo, with a particular Name, their Great 
Anathema, or Banifhment. When the Rabbins 
publifh'd it in their Aflemblies, they ufed in 
former times to blow the Horn, that they 
might fill the Minds of the People with a 
greater terror. By virtue of fuch an Excom- 
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tnunication the Criminal was deprived of all 
Humane afliftance, and of the Grace and 
Mercy of God; he was given over to the 
moft fevere Judgments of the Almighty, and 
delivered up for ever to an unavoidable Ruin 
and Condemnation. Many are of opinion that 
this is the fame Excommunication with that 
mentioned in the firft Epiftle to the Corinr 
thians. Chap, i(J. v. aa. where the Apoftle 
calls it Maranatha. Thefe are the words: If 
any Man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
let him be Anathema Maharam Motha, or, 
Maranatha; that is, let him be made Anathema, 
or let him be Excommunicated for ever, or, as 
others explain it, the Lord is a coming, viz, to 
judge and punif h that Excommunicated Perfon. 
The Jews pretend that the Blefled Enoch is the 
Author of that Excommunication, that they 
have it from him, and that it was tranfmitted 
to them by a certain and undeniable Tradition. 
As for the reafons of Excommunicating a 
Man, the Jewifh Doctors alledge twoprinci- 
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pal Reafpns for it, according to Dr. Lightfoot 
the abovementioned place; viz. debts, or upon 
the account of a loofe and Epicurean Life. 

A Man was Excommunicated for Debts, 
when being Condemned by the Judge to pay 
them, he refufed to fatisfy his Creditors. He 
was likewife Excommunicated for living a 
Licentious and Epicurean Life ; when he was 
convinced of being a Blafphemer, an Idolater 
a Breaker of the Sabbath, and a Deferter 
from Religion, and the Service of God. For 
in the Treatife of the Talmud-Sanhedrin fol. 
gg. An Epicurean is defined a Man, who 
defpifes the word of God, and the Precepts 
of Wife Men, who laughs at them, and ufes 
his Tongue only to Ipeak wicked things 
againft the Divine Majefty. 

They granted no delay to fuch a Man. He 
incurred the Excommunication, which was 
immediately thundered againft him. At firft, 
he was named and fummoned to appear the 
firft day of the week by the Door-keeper of the 

\ 
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Synagogue. And becaufe he commonly refufed 
to appear, he who had cited him made his 
report thereof publickly in thefe words: I 
have by Order of the Director of the School 
cited N. N. who has not anfwered the Sum- 
mons, and will not appear. 

Then they proceeded to write down the 
Sentence of Excommunication, which was 
afterwards notified to the Criminal, and 
ferved as an Act of Interdiction or Banifh- 
ment, and every body was permitted to get 
a Copy thereof for his Money. But if he 
happen'd to appear, and did notwithftanding 
obftinately perfift in his Sentiments, his Ex- 
communication was only pronounc'd to him 
by word of Mouth, and they that were 
prefent ufed to revile him and point at him. 

9efides thofe two caufes of Excommuni- 
cation, the learned Dr. Lightfoot, in the 
above-cited place, mentions twenty four more 
taken out of theWritingsof te Antient Jews; 
but what he fays upon that fubject wou*d 
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ferted here. 

Laftly, As to the Form which they ufed 
in their Sentences of Excommunication pu- 
blif hed by word of Mouth, or fet down in 
Writing, Mn Selden in the place I have 
already quoted, pag. 59. tells us what it was, 
and he took it out of the Writings of Mai- 
monides. Firft of all they declared the Crime 
of the Perfon, that was accufed, or what 
had been the occafion of his being profecuted; 
to which they added afterwards the following 
Curfes, expreft in few words. Let the Man 
N. N. be Excommunicated with the Excom- 
munication Niddui, Cherem or Schammatha; 
let him be feparated from amongft us. 

I have often endeavoured to get fome of the 
forms ufed by the Jews in fuch Excommunica- 
tions; but it was in vain ; I cou'd never find any 
Jew that couM or wou'd impart any of 'em 
to me. But at laft, the learned Mr. Suren- 
hufius, Profeflbr of the Eaftem Languages in 
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the Illuftrious School of Amfterdam, and who 
nas a perfect Knowledge of the Cuftoms and 
Writings of the ordinary and general Excom- 
munication, which they ufe, to feparate from 
their Body all thofe, who live an ill Life and 
difobey the Law. It is taken out of the 
Ceremonial of the Jews call'd Colbo, and I 
had it from him Tranflated intd Latin. But 
it may be read in Mr. Selden's Treatife de 
Jure Naturae & Gentium, 1. 4. c. 7. pag. 
524. We have thought fit to Tranflate and 
infert it in this place, for the fatisfaction of 
the Reader. 

The Form of the General Excommunication 
ufed amongft the Jews. 

According to what has been decreed in 
the Council of Angels, and definitively 
determined in the Aflembly of the Saints, 
we Reject, Banifh and declare to be Curfed 
and Excommunicated, agreeably to the Will 
of God and of his Church, by virtue of the 
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fix hundred and thirteen Precepts contrained 
therein. We pronounce the fame Interdiction 
ufed by Jofhua with refpect to the City of 
Jericho; the fame Curfe wherewith Elifha 
Curfed thofe wanton and infolent Children, 
as well as his Servant Gehafi; the fame 
Anathema ufed by Barak, with relpect to 
Meros; the fame Excommunication ufed Anti- 
ently by the Members of the Great Council, 
and which Jehuda the Son of Ezekiel did 
likewife thunder againft his Servant, as it is 
obferved in the Gemara under the title 
Kedufchim, pag. 70. Laftly, without excepting 
any of the Curfes, Anathema's, Intetdictions 
and Excommunications, which have been 
fulminated from the time of Moses our Law- 
giver, to this prefent day, we pronounce 
them all in the name of Achthariel, who is 
alfb caird Jah, the Lord of Hofts; in the name 
of the great Prince Michael ; in the name of 
Sardaliphon, whose ordinary Employment 
confifts in prefenting. Flowers and Garlands 
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to his Mafter, that is, in Offering the Prayers 
of the Children of Israel before the Throne 
of God; laftly, in that name which contains 
forty two Letters, viz. 

In the name of him, who appeared to Mofes 
in the Bufh. In that name by which Mofes 
open'd and divided the Waters of the Red 
Sea; in the name of him, who faid, I am 
that I am, and who fhall be ; by the Myfte- 
rious Depths of the great name of God 
JEHOVA; by his Holy Commandments in- 
graved upon the two Tables of the Law; 
laftly, in the name of the Lord God of Hofts, 
who (its above the Cherubims: in the name 
of the Globes, Wheels and Myfterious Beafts 
which Ezekiel faw; in the name of all the 
Hojy Angels, who ftand before the Moft 
High, being always ready to execute his 
Orders; we Excommunicate all, and every 
one of the Children of Ifrael, Sons and 
Daughters, who does in any manner what- 
loever voluntarily tranfgrefs even one of the 
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Commandments of the Church, which ought 
to be kept Religioufly and with thegreateft 
refpect. Let him be Curfed by the Lord God 
of Ifrael, who fits above the Cherubims, 
whole holy and dreadful Name was pronoun- 
ced by the high Prieft in the great day of 
Propitiation. Let him be curfed in Heaven 
and on Earth, by the very mouth of the 
Almighty God. Let him be curfed in the 
Name of the great Prince Michael, in the 
Name of the Metatteron, whofe Name is 
like that of his Mafter. (The Letters of the 
word Metatteron make up the fame number 
with the word Schadai the Almighty, viz. 
Three hundred and fourteen.) Let him be 
curfed in the Name of Achtariel Jah, who 
prefides over Battels from the Lord; in the 
the Name of thofe holy Beasts and myfte- 
rious Wheels; let him be curfed by the very 
mouth of the Seraphims, laftly, let him be 
curfed in the Name of thofe Miniftring 
Angels, who are always prefent before God, 
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to ferve him in all Purity and Holinefs. 

Was he born in Nifan, (March) a Month, 
the direction whereof is affigned to Uriel, and 
to the Angels of his Company? Let him be 
curfed by the mouth of Uriel, and by the 
mouth of the Angels whereof he is the Head. 

Was he born in Jjar, (April) a Month, 
the direction whereof is affigned to the Angel 
Zephaniel, and to the Angels of his Com- 
pany? Let him be curfed by the mouth of 
Zephaniel, and by the mouth of all the Angels 
whereof he is the Head. 

Was he born in the Month of Sivan, 
(May) the direction whereof belongs to the 
Angel caird Amniel? Let him be curfed by 
the mouth of Amniel, and by the mouth of 
all the Angels of his Company. 

Was he born in Thamnus, G^^O ^ Month, 
the direction whereof is affigned to the Angel 
Peniel? Lit him be curfed by the mouth of 
Peniel and be the mouth of the Angels 
whereof he is the Head. 
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Was he born in the Month of Abh, Quly) 
a Month, the direction whereof is afligned to 
the Angel Barkiel, and to thofe of his Com- 
pany? Let hem be curled by the mouth of 
the Angels whereof he is the Head. 

Was he born in the Month callM Elul, 
(August) the direction whereof is aflSgned to 
the Angel Periel, and to the Angels of his 
Company? Let him be curfed by the mouth 
of Periel, and by the mouth of all the Angels 
whereof he is the Head. 

Was he bom in Tifri, (September) a 
Month the direction whereof is committed to 
Zuriel, and to the Angels of his Company? 
Let him be curfed by the mouth of Zuriel, 
and by the mouth of all the Angels of whom 
he is the Head. 

Was he born in the Month caird Mar- 
chefeh, (October) the direction whereof is 
committed to Zachariel, and to the Augels 
of his Company? Let him be curfed by the 
mouth of Zachariel, and bij the mouth of all 
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the Angels of whom he is the Head. 

Was he born in Hif leu, (November) a 
Month, the Direction whereof is affigned to 
the Angel Adoniel, and to thofe of his Com- 
pany? Let him be curfed by the mouth of 
Adoniel, and by the mouth of the Angels of 
whom he is the Head. 

Was he bom in Tevat, (December) a 
Month, the direction whereof is committed 
to the Angel Anael, and to the Angels of 
his Company? Let him be curfed by the 
mouth of Anael, and by the mouth of the 
Angels of whom he is the Head. 

Was he bom in Schevat, (January) a 
Month, the direction whereof is affigned to 
the Angel Gabriel, and to thofe of his Com- 
pany? Let him be curfed by the mouth of 
Gabriel, and by the mouth of the Angels of 
whom he is the Head. 

Was he born in Adar, (February) a 
Month, the direction whereof is affigned to 
the Angel Rumiel, and to thofe of his Com- 
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pany? Let him be curfed by the mouth of 
Rumiel, and by the mouth of all the Angels 
of whom he is the Head. 

Let him be curfed by the mouth of the 
Seven Angels who prefide over the feven 
days of the Week, and by the mouth of 
all the Angels, who follow them, and fight 
under their Banners. Let him be curfed by 
the mouth of the four Seafons of the Year, 
and by the mouth of all the Angels who 
follow them, and fight under their Banners. 
Let him be curfed by the mouth of the 
feven Principalities. Let him be curfed by 
the mouth of the Prince of the Law, whofe 
Name is Crown and Seal. In a word, let him 
be curfed by the Mouth of the Strong, 
Powerful and Dreadful God. We beseech the 
great God to confound fuch a Man, and to 
haften the day of his fall and deftruction. 
May God, the God of Spirits, deprefs him 
under all Fief h, extirpate, deftroy, extermi- 
nate and annihilate him. The fecret Judg- 
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ments of the Lord, the moft contagious Storms 
and Winds will fall upon the heads of Im- 
pious Men; the exterminating Angels will 
fall upon them. Wich way foever the impious 
Man turn, he wil never find any. thing but 
G)ntradiction, Obftacles and Curfes. His Soul 
at his death will forfake his Body, being 
delivered up to the quickeft fenfe of Fear, 
Horror and Anguifh. It will be then im- 
poffible for him to avoid the blow of Death, 
and the judgments of God. God fends the 
f harped and the moft violent Evils upon him. 
Let him perifh by the Sword, by a hot Fever, 
by a Confumption, being dry'd up with Fire 
within, and cover'd with Leprofie and Im- 
pofthumes ^ without. Let God purfue him till 
he be altogether deftroyed and exterminated. 
The impious Man's Breaft fhall be pierced 
through with his own Sword; his Bow fhall 
be broken he will be like the Straw, which 
is fcattered by the Wind. The Angel of 
the Lord will purfue him in darknefs, in 
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flippery places, where the Paths andlflues 
of the Wicked are. His deftruction will fall 
out, when he expects it leaft. He wil find 
himfelf taken in the fnare, wich he had laid 
in private. Being driven from the face of the 
Earth, he'll go from light to eternal darknefs. 
Oppreffion and Anguif h will feize upon him 
on every fide. His Eyes fhall fee his con- 
demnation. He'll drink the cup of the indig- 
nation of the Lord, whole Curfes will cover 
him as his own Garments. The Earth fhall 
fwallow him up. God will exterminate him 
and fhut him for ever out of his Houfe. Let 
God never forgive him his Sins. Let the 
wrath and indignation of the Lord furround 
him, and fmoak for ever upon his Head. Let 
all the Curfes contained in the Book of the 
Law fall upon him. Let God blot him out 
of his Book; let God feparate him to his 
own delb-uction from all the tribes of Ifrael, 
and give hem for his lot all the Curfes con- 
uined in the Book of the Law. 
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As for you, who are ftill living, ferve the 
Lord your God, who blefled Abraham, Ifaac. 
Jacob, Mofes, Aaron, David, Solomon, the 
Prophets of Ifrael, and fo many good Men 
difperfed amongft the Gentiles. Mayitpleafe 
the great God to fhower his Bleffings upon 
this holy Aflembly, and upon the other holy 
Aflemblies, and the Members thereof. Cod 
keep them all under his holy protection, 
(except that Man only, who tranfgrefles our 
prefent Declaration.) God preferve them in 
his great mercy, and deliver *em from all 
forts of mifery and opprellion. God grant 
them all a great many years; let him blefs 
and prolper all their undertakings. Laftly, 
May the great God grant them fhortly the 
great Deliverance, which they expect with 
all Israel; and thus let his good will and 
pleafure be fulfilled. Amen. 

Spinola having openly feparated himfelf 
from the Jews, whofe Doctors he had ex- 
afperated before, by contradicting them, and 
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by difcovering their ridiculous Impoflures^ 
'tis no wonder if they traduced him as a 
Blasphnemer, an Enemy to the Law of God, 
and an Apoftate, who had left them only to 
throw himfelf into the Arms of the Infidels : 
And there is no doubt, but that they ful- 
minated the moft terrible Excommunication 
againft him. Which has been confirmed tome, 
by a learned Jew, who allured me that in cafe 
Spinosa had been Excommunicated, the Anathe- 
ma Schammatha had been certainly pronounced 
againft him. But Spinofa being not prefent at 
that Ceremony, his Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation was written down, and a Copy thereof 
was brought to him. He protefted againft that 
Excommunication and made an Anfwer to it in 
Spanif h, which was directed to the Rabbins: and 
which they received, as I f hall fhew hereafter. 

Spinofa learns a Trade or a Mechanical Art, 

The Law and the antient Jewifh Doctors 
do exprefly fay, that it is not enough 
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for a Man to be learned, but that he ought 
befides to learn a Profeflion or a Mechanical 
Art, that it may be a help to him in cafe 
of neceffity, and that he may get wherewith 
to maintain himfelf. This Rabbin Gamaliel 
does pofitively fay in the Treatife of the 
Talmuel Pirke avoth Chap. 2. where he 
teaches, that the ftudy of the Law is a very 
defirable thing, when it is attended with a 
Profeflion or a Mechanical Art: For, fays 
he, a continual application to thofe two 
exercifes keeps a Man from doing Evil, and 
makes him forget it; and every Learned Man 
who neglects to learn a l^rofeflion, will at 
lafi turn a loofe Man. And Rabbi Jehuda 
adds, that every Man, who does not take 
care that his Children fhou'd learn a Trade, 
does the fame thing as if he taught them how 
to become High-way-men. 

Spinofa being well verled in the Study of 
the Law, and of the Cuftoms of the Ancients, 
was not ignorant of thofe Maxims, and did 
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Jot forget them, tho he was feparated from 
the Jews, and excommunicated by them. Be- 
caufe they are wife and reafonable Maxims 
he made a good ufe of 'em, and learned 
a mechanical Art before he embraced a 
quiet and a retired Life, as he was refolv'd 
to do. He learned therefore to make Glafles 
for Telefcopes, and for fome other ufes, and 
fucceeded fo well therein, that People came 
to him from all Parts to buy them; which 
did fufficiently afford him wherewith to live, 
and maintain himfelf. A confiderable number 
of thofe Glafles, which he had polif hed, were 
found in his Cabinet after his death, and fold 
pretty dear, as it appears by the Regifterof 
the Publick Cryer, who was prefent at the 
Sale of his Goods. Aflier he had perfected 
himfelf in that Art, he apylyM himfelf to 
Drawing which he leamM of himfelf, and he 
cou'd draw a Head very well with Ink, or 
with a Coal. I have in my Hands a whole 
Book of fuch Draughts, amongfl: which there 



,y Google 



34 
are Ibme Heads of feveral confiderable Peribrts 
who were known to him, or who had occa- 
fion to vifit him. Among thofe Draughts 1 
find in the 4th Sheet a Fifherman having 
only his Shirt on, with a Net on his Right 
Shoulder, whofe Attitude is very much like 
that of Maflanello the famous Head of the 
Rebels of Naples, as it appears by HUftory, 
and by his Cuts, Which gives meoccafion 
to add, that Mr. Vander Spyck, at whofe Houfe 
Spinofa lodged when he died, has aflured me, 
that the Draught of that Fifherman did per- 
fectly refemble Spinofa, and that he had certain- 
ly drawn himfelf. I need not mention the confi- 
derable Peribns, whofe Heads are likewife to be 
found in this Book, amongft his other Draughts. 
Thus he was able to maintain himfelf with 
the work of his Hands, and to mind his Study, 
as he defign'd to do. So that having no 
occafion to flay longer in Amfl:erdam, he left 
it, and took Lodgings in the Houfe of one 
of his Acquaintance, who lived upon the 
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Road from Amsterdam to Auwerkerke. Me 
Ipent his time there in ftudying, and working 
his Glafles. When they were polifhed, his 
Friends took care to fend for them, to fell 
*em, and to remit his Money to him. 

He went to live at Rynsburg^ afterwards at 
f^oorburg^ and at last at the Hague. 

In the year 1664 Spinofa left that place, 
and retired to Rynsburg near Leyden, 
where he fpent all the Winter, and then he 
went to Voorburg, a league from the Hague, 
as he himfelf fays, in his 30th Letter written 
to Peter Railing. He lived there, as I am 
informed, three or four years; during which 
time, he got a great many Friends at the 
Hague, who were all diftinguifht by their 
Quality, or by Civil and Military Employ- 
ments. They were often in his Company, and 
took a great delight in hearing him difcourfe. 
It was at their requeft that he fettl'd himfelf 
at the Hague at laft, where he boarded at 



,y Google 



3<J 

firft upon the Veerkaay, at a Widow^s, wbofe 
Name was Van Velden, in the fame Houfe 
where I lodge at prefent. The Room where 
in I ftudy, at the further end of the Houfe 
backward, two pair of Stairs, is the fame 
where he lay, and where he did work and 
ftudy. He wou'd very often have his Meat 
brought into that Room, where he kept 
fometimes two or three days, without feeing 
any Body. But being lenfible that he fpent 
a little too much for his Boarding<» he took 
a Room upon the Pavilioengracht, behind my 
Houfe, at Mr Henry Vander Spyck's, whom 
I have often mentioned, where he took care 
to fumifh himfelf with Meat and Drink, 
and where he lived a very retired Life, 
according to his fancy. 

He was very Sober^ and very Frugal. 

It is fcarce credible how fober and frugal 
he was all the time. Not that he was 
reduced to fo great a Poverty, as not to be 
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able to fpend more, if he had been willing : 
he had Friends enough, who offered him their 
Purfes, and all manner of alHftance : But he 
was naturally very fober, and could be fatisfied 
with little; and he did not care that Peo pleshou'd 
think that he had lived, even but once, at the 
expense of other Men. What I fay about his 
Sobriety and good Husbandry, may be provM 
by feveral finall Reckonings, which have been 
found amongft his Papers after his death. It 
appears by them, that he lived a whole day 
upon a Milk-foop done with Butter, which 
amounted to three pence, and upon a Pot of 
Beer of three half pence. Another day he 
eat nothing but Gruel done with Raifins and 
Butter, and that Difh coft him four pence 
half penny. There are but two half pints of 
Wine at moft for one Month to be found 
amongft thofe Reckonings, and tho he was often 
invited to eat with his Friends, he chofe 
rather to live upon what he had at home, 
tho it were never fo little, than td fit down 
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at a good Table at the expense of another Man. 
Thus he fpent the remaining part of his 
Life in the Houfe ofhis lafl Landlord, which- 
was fomewhat above live years and a half. 
Hi was very careful to call up his Accounts 
every Quarter; which he did, that he might 
fpend neither more nor lefs than what he 
could fpend every year. And he would fay 
fometimes to the people of the Houfe, that 
he was like the Serpent, who forms a Circle 
with his Tail in his Mouth; to denote that 
he had nothing left at the years end. He added, 
that he defignM to lay up no more Money 
than would be neceffary for him to have a 
decent Burying; and that, as his Parents had 
left him nothing, fo his Heirs and Relations 
fhould not expect to get much by his Death. 

His Perfon^ and his way of Dreffing himfelf. 

As for his Perfon, his Size, and the 
features of his Face, there are ftill many 
people at the Hague, who faw and knew him 
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particularly. He was of a middle (ize, he had 
good features in his Face, the Skin fome- 
what black, black curlM Hair, long Eye- 
brows, and of the fame Colour, fo that one 
might eafily know by his Looks that he was 
defcended from Portuguefe Jews. As for his 
Cloaths, he was very carelefs of 'em, and 
they were not better than thofe of the meaneft 
Citizen. One of the mod eminent Councel- 
lors of State went to fee him, and found 
him in a very fiovenly Morning-Gown, 
whereupon the Councellor blam'd him for it, 
and offered him another. Spinofa anfwer'd 
him, that a Man was never the better for 
having a finer Gown. To which he added, 
// is unreafonabU to wrap up things of little 
or no value in a precious Cover. 



I 



His Manners., his Converfation^ and his 
Unintereftednefs, 

f he was very frugal in his way of living 
his Converfation was alfo very fweet and 
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eafy. Ht knew admirably w^ell how to be 
matter of his Paflions: He wa never feen very 
melancholy, nor very merry. He had the 
command of his Anger, and if at any time 
he was uneafy in his mind, it did not appear 
outwardly; or if he happened to exprefs his 
grief by fome geftures, or by fome words, he 
never fkil'd to retire immediately, for fear of 
doing an unbecoming thing. He was befides, 
very courteous and obliging, he would very 
often difcourse with his Landlady, efpecially 
when f he lay in, and with the people of 
the Houfe, when they happen*d to be lick 
or afflifted; he never fail'd then to confort 
•em, and exhort them to bear with Patience 
thofe Evils, which God afligned to them as 
a lot. He put the Children in mind of going 
often to Church, and taught them to be 
obedient and dutiful to their Parents. When 
the people of the Houfe came from Church, 
he wouM often ask them what they had 
leam'd, and what they cou'd remember of 
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the Sermon. He had a great efteem for Dr. 
Cordes, my Predeceflbr; who was a learned 
and good natured Man, and of an exemplary 
Life, which gave occafion to Spinofa to praife 
him very <^ten. Nay, he went (bmetimes to 
hear him preach, and he efteem'd particularly 
his learned way of explaining the Scripture, 
and the folid applications he made of it. He 
advifed at the fame time his Landlord and 
the People of the Houfe, not to mifs any 
SermOii of fo excellent a Preacher. 

It happened one day, that his Landlady 
ask'd him, whether he beleived, fhe cou'd be 
faved in the Religion fhe profeft: He anf- 
wered, Tmr Religion is a good $ney you need 
not look for another^ nor doubt that you maf 
be saved in ity provided^ whilft you apply your 
felf to Piety^ you live at the fame time a 
peaceable and quiet Life. 

When he ftaid at home, he was trouble- 
fome to no Body; be fpent the greateftpart 
of his time quietly in his own Chamber. 
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When he happen'd to be tired by having 
applyed himfelf too much to his Philofophical 
Meditations, he went down Stairs torefrefh 
himfelf, and dilcourfed with the people of the 
Houfe about any thing, that might afford 
Matter for an ordinary Converfation, and even 
about trifles. He alfo took Pleafure in fmoak- 
ing a Pipe of Tobacco; or, when he had a 
mind to divert himfelf' somewhat longer, he 
look'd for fome Spiders, and made 'em fight 
together, or he threw fome Flies into the Cob- 
web, and was fo well pleafed with that Battel, 
that he wou*d fometimes break into laughter. 
He obferved alfo, with a Microfcope, the 
different parts of the fmalleft Infedbs, from 
whence he drew fuch Confequences as feem*d 
to him to agree beft with his Dilcoveries. 
He was no lover of Money, as I have faid, 
and he was very well contented to live from 
Hand to Mouth. Simon de Vries of Amfterdam 
who expreffes a great love for him, in the 
a6th Letter,' and calls him his moll faithful 
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Friend, Amice integerime, prelented him one 
day, with a fumm of two thoufand Florins, 
to enable him to live a more eafie Life; but 
Spinofa, in the prefencc of his Landlord, de- 
fired to be excufed from accepting that 
Money, under pretence that he wanted nothing, 
and that if he received lb much Money, it 
wou*d infallibly divert him from his studies 
and Occupations. 

The fame Simon de Vries being like to die, 
and having no Wife nor Children, defignM 
to make him his general Heir; but Spinofa 
wou'd never confent to it, and told him, 
that he f houd'd not think to leave his Eftate 
to any Body but to his Brother, who lived 
at Schiedam, feeing he was his neareft Rela- 
tion, and natural Heir. 

This was executed, as he propofed it; but 
it was upon condition, that the Brother and 
Heir of Simon de Vries f houd pay to Spinofa 
a fufficient Annuity for his maintenance; and 
that Claufe was likewife faithfully executed. 
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But that which is particular, is, that an 
Annuity of 500 Florins was offered to Spi- 
nofa by virtue of that Claufe, which he 
would not accept, becaufe he found it too 
confiderable, fo that he reduc'd it to 300 
Florins. That Annuity was regularly paid 
him during his Life; and the fame de Vries of 
Schiedam took care after his death tcrpay to Mr. " 
Van der Spyck what Spinofa owed him, as 
it appears by the Letter of John Rieuwertz, 
Printer at Amfterdam, who was employed in 
that Affair. It is dated the <5th of March ^678, 
and direfted to Van der Spyck himfel£ 

Another inftance of the Unintereftednefs 
of Spinofa, is what paft after the death of 
his Father, His Father's Succeflion was to be 
divided between him and his Sifters, to which 
they were condemned in Law, tho they had left 
no Stone untum'd to exclude him from it. Yet 
inftead of dividing that Succeflion, he gave 
them his fhare, and kept only for himielf a 
good Bed, with its furniture. 
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He wat known to feveral Perfons of great 

Confideration. 

Spinofa had no fooner publifhed (bme of 
his Works, but he grew very famous in 
the World, amongft the moft confiderable 
Perfons, who look'd upon him as a Man of 
a noble Genius, and a great Philofophen 
Monfieur Stoupe, Lieutenant-Collonel of a 
Regiment of Swiflers, in the Service of the 
King of France, commanded in the City of 
Utrecht in 1673; hehad been before Minifter 
of the Walloon Church, in London, during 
the Civil Wars of England in Crom- 
wel's time; he was made afterwards aBriga- 
deer, and was killed at the Battel of Steenkirke. 
Whilft he was at Utrecht, he writ a Book 
entituled. The Refligion of the Dutch, whe- 
rein he upbraids the Reformed Divines, 
amongft other things, for neglefting to con- 
fute or anfwer a Book, which was publifhed 
under their Eyes, in the year 1670, entituled. 
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TraAatus Theologico-PoUticus, whereof Spi- 
nofa owned himfelf to be the Author, in his 
ipth Letter. This is what Monfieur Stoupe 
fays. But the famous Braunius, Profeflbr of 
the Univerfity ofGroningen,fhewed the con- 
trary in his Anfwer to Monfieur Stoupe*s 
Book: And indeed fo many Books publifhed 
againft that abominable Treatife, do evidently 
fhew that Monfieur Stoupe was miftaken. 
At that very time he writ feveral Letters to 
Spinofa, from whom he received feveral 
Anfwers; and at laft he defired him to repair 
to Utrecht at a certain time. Monfieur Stoupe 
was fo much the more defirous that he fhou'd 
come thither, bec^ufe the Prince of Condd, 
who took then pofleflion of the Government 
of Utrecht, had a great mind to difcourfe 
with Spinofa : And it was confidently reported 
that his Highnefs was fo well dilpofed to 
recommend him to the King, that he hoped 
to obtain eafily a Penfion for him, provided 
he wou'd be willing to dedicate one of his 
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Books to his Majefty. He received that Lettef 
with a Pafsport, and fet out from the Hague 
a little while after he had received it. Francis 
Halma fays, in his Dutch Account of Spinofa, 
that he paid a Vifit to the Prince of Conde 
with whom he had feveral Converfations for 
feveral days, and with fome other Perfbns of 
note, particularly with Lieutenant Colonel 
Stoupe, But Vander Spyck and his Wife, in 
whofe Houfe he did lodge, and who areftill 
living, have allured me, that he told them 
pofitively at his return, that he couM not 
fee the Prince of Conde, becaufe he fet out 
from Utrecht fome days before he arrived 
there. But that in the difcourfe he had with 
Monfieur Stoupe that Officer had aflured him, 
that he wou*d willingly ufe his Intereft for 
him, and that he fhould not doubt to obtain 
a Penfion f from the King's Liberality, at 

t The King of France gave at that thime Peniions to 
all learned Men, especially to the Strangers, who presented 
or dedicated some Books to him. 
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his recommendation. Spinofa added that, be- 
cause he did not defign co dedicate any Book 
to the King of France, he had refufed the 
offer that. was made him, with all the civility 
he was capable of. 

After his return, the Mob at the Hague 
were extreamly incenfed againft him, they 
look'd upon him as a Spy, and wtiif pered in 
one anothers Ears, that they ought to kill 
fo dangerous a Man, who treated, without 
doubt, of State affairs, keeping fo publick a 
Correfpondence with the Enemies. Spinofa*s 
Landlord was alarmM at it, and was afraid, 
not without reafon, that the Mob wouM 
break into the Houfe, and perhaps plunder 
it, and then drag Spinofa out of it: But 
Spinofa put him in heart again, and remov'd 
his fears as well as he could. Fear nothing, 
faid he to him, upon my account, I can 
eafily juftify my felf : There are People 
enough, and even fome of the moft confide- 
rable Perfons of the State, who know very 
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well what put me upon that Journey. But 
however, as foon as the Mob make theleaft 
noife at your Door, TU go and meet 'm, 
tho* they were to treat me, as they treated 
poor MefReurs de Witt. I am a good Repu- 
blican, and I always aimed at the Glory and 
Welfare of the State. 

In that fame year Charles Lewis, Elector 
Palatine, of glorious Memory, being informed 
of the capacity of that great Philofopher, 
was defirous that he f hou*d come to Heydel- 
berg to teach Philofophy there, knowing 
nothing, without doubt, of the Venom con- 
cealed in his Breaft, and which was more 
openly manifefted afterwards. His Eleftoral 
Highnefs ordered the famous Dr. Fabritius, 
Profeflbr of Divinity, a good Philofopher, and 
one of his Councellors, to propofe it to 
Spinofa. He offered him in the Prince's Name, 
with that Profeflbrfhip, a full Liberty of 
Reafbning according to his Principles, as he 
fhou'd think fit, cum ampliflima Philofophandi 
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libertate. But that Offer was attended with 
a Condition, which Spinofa did not like at 
all. For tho the Liberty granted to him was 
never fo great, yet he was not allowed in 
any manner whatfoever to make ufe of it, to 
the prejudiee of the Religion eftablifhed by 
the Laws: As it appears by Dr. Fabritius's 
I-etter dated from Heydelberg the i6th of 
February. See Spinofa*s Opera Pofthuma 
Epift. 53. pag. 561. He is honoured in that 
Letter, with the Title of mod Acute and 
mod Famous Philofopher, Philofophe acu- 
tiflime ac celeberrime. 

This was a Mine, to which he eaflly gave 
Vent, if I may be allowed to ufe fuch an 
Expreffion: He perceived the difficulty, or 
rather the impoffibility, of realbning according 
to his Principles, without advancing any thing 
that fhouM be contrary to the eftablifhed 
Religion. He return'd an Anfwer to Dr. 
Fabritius the 30th of March 1673, and refufed 
civilly the Profeflbrfhip that was offered 
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him. He told him that The inftructiott 
of young Men wouM prove an Obftacle to 
his own ftudies, and that he never had the 
thoughts of embracing fuch a Profeflion. But 
this was a meer pretence, and he does plainly 
enough dilcover his inward thoughts by the 
following words. ,,Befides (fays he to the 
„Doetor) I confider that you don't tell me 
,, within what bounds that liberty of Philofo- 
,,phizing muft be confined, that I may not 
„publickly difturb the eftablifhed Religion. 
Cogito deinde me nefcire qulhus limitihm libertas 
ilia Phtlofophandi intercludi debeat^ m videar 
publics Stabilitam Religionem perturbare velle. 
See his Pofthumous Works, pag. 563 Epift, 54. 

His Writings^ and his Opinions. 

As for his Works, there are fome, which 
are afcribed to him, but it is not certain 
that he is the Author of 'em: Some are loft 
or not to be found, others are Printed and 
expofed to every Body's view. 



,y Google 



Monfieur Bayle tells us in his Hiftorical 
and Critical Dictionary, that Spinofawritan 
Apology in Spanifh for his leaving the 
Synagogue; but that it was never Printed. 
He adds, that Spinofa inferted feveral things 
in it, which were found afterwards in his 
Tractatus Theologico-Politicus : But I have 
not been able to hear any thing concerning that 
Apology; tho in my enquiries about it I have 
confulted fome Perlbns, who were fami- 
liarly acquainted with him, and who are 
alive ftill. 

He publif hed in the year 166^. Defcartes's 
Principles of Philofbphy Geometrically demon- 
ftrated: Renati Defcartes principiorum Philo- 
fophse pars prima & fecunda more Geometrico 
demonftratse ; which were foon followed by 
his Metaphyfical Meditations, Cogitata Meta- 
phyfica: And had he gone no farther, he 
might have preferved to this day, the deferved 
Reputation of a Wife and Learned Philofophen 
In the year 1665 there came out a little 
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Book in Twelves entituled, Lucii Antiftii 
Conftantis de Jure Ecclefiafticorum. Aletho- 
poli apud Caium Valerium pennatum. The 
Author of that Book endeavours to prove 
that the Spiritual and Political Right, which 
the Clergy afcribe to themfelves, and which is 
afcribed to them by others, does not belong 
to them in the leaft; that Clergy-men abufe 
it in a Profane manner, and that all their 
Authority depends upon that of the Magi- 
ftrates or Soveraigns, who are in the place 
of God, in the Cities and Commonwealths 
wherein the Clergy have eftablifhed them- 
felves: And therefore, that the Ecclefiafticks 
ought not to take upon themfelves to teach 
their own Religion, but that which the 
Magiftrates order *em to Preach. All that 
Doctrine is built upon the Principles, which 
Hobbes made ufe of in his Leviathan. 

Monfieur Bayle tells us, that the Style 
Principles ana Defign of Antiftius's Book 
were like that of Spinofa, which is entituled. 
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Tractatus TheologicO'Politicus; but this does 
not prove that Spinola was Author of it. 
Tho* the (irft Book came out juft at the fame 
time that Spinofa began to write his; and 
tho* the Tractatus Theologico-Politicus was 
publifhed foon after; yet it is not a proof 
neither, that the one was the fore-runner of 
the other. It may very well be, that two 
Men will undertake to write and advance the 
fame impious things; and tho* their Writings 
f hou'd come out much about the fame time, 
it cou*d not be inferred from thence^ that 
they were written by one and the lame 
Author, Spinofa himfelf being ask'd by a 
Perfon of great Confideration, whether he 
was the Author of the firft Treatife, denied 
it pofitively; I have it from very good 
Hands. The Latin of thofe two Books, the 
Style, and the Exprefflons are not fo like 
neither, as *ris pretended : The former expreffes 
himfelf with a profound refpect when he 
fpeaks of God; he calls him often Deum ter 
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optimum Maximum. But I find no fuch Ex- 
preflions in any part of the Writings of 
Spinofa. 

Several Learned Men have aflured me, 
that the impious Book Printed in 1666 in 
Quarto^ and entituled, Tke Holy Scripture 
explained by Philofophyi Philofophia Sacra 
Scripturce interpres^ and the abovementioned 
Treatife were both written by one and the 
fame Author, viz. L. M. and tho the thing 
feems to me very likely, yet I leave it to 
the jndgment of thofe who may be better 
informed. 

It was in the year 1670 that Spinofa publif- 
hed his Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. He who 
tranflated it into Dutch, thought fit to entitle 
it. The judicious and polttical Divine; De 
Regtzenninge Theologant^ ofGodgeleerde Staat-- 
kunde. Spinofa does plainly fay, that he is 
the Author of it in his 19th Letter, directed 
to Mr Oldenburgh: He defires him in that 
fame Letter, to fend him the Objections, 
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which Learned Men raifed againft his Book; 
for he defign'd then to get it Reprinted, and 
to add fbme Remarks to it. If we believe 
the Title Page of that Book, it was Printed 
at Hamburg, by Henry Conrad. But it is 
certain, that the Magistrates, and the Reverend 
Minifters of Hamburg had never permitted, 
that lb many impious things fhou'd have 
been Printed and publickly fold in their City. 

There is no doubt but that Book was 
Printed at Amfterdam by Chriftopher Con- 
rad. Being fent for to Amfterdam in 1679 
for fome Bufinefs, Conrad himfelf brought 
me fbme Copies of that Treatife, and pre- 
fented me with them, not knowing that it 
was a very pernicious Book. 

The Dutch Tranflator was alfo pleafed to 
honour the City of Bremen with fo noble a 
Production: as if his Tranflation had come 
from the Prefs of Hans Jurgel Vander Weyl, 
in the year 1694. But what is faid of thofe 
Impreflions of Bremen and Hamburg is equally 
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falfe; and they would have met with the fame 
difficulties in either of thofe Towns, if they 
had undertaken to Print and Publith fuch 
Books therein. Philopater, whom we have 
already mentioned, does openly fay in the 
continuation of his Life, pag. 231, that old 
John-Hendrikzen, Glafemaker, whom I knew 
very well, was the Tranflator of that Book; 
and he aflures us at the fame rime, that he 
had likewife Tranf lated into Dutch the Poft- 
humous Wiorks ofSpinofa,Publifhedin 1677. 
He values and extols fo much that Treatife 
of Spinofa, that one would think the World 
never law the like. The Author, or at leaft 
the Printer, of the continuation of Philopater's 
Life, Aard WoUgryk^ heretofore aBookfeller 
at Amftetdam, in the comer of Rofmaryn- 
Steeg, was punif h'd for his Infblence, as he 
deferv'd, and confin'd to the Houfe of Cor- 
rection, to which he was condemned for fome 
years. I wifh, with all my heart, he may 
have repented of his fault during the stay he 
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made in that place; I hope he came out of 
it with a better mind, and that he was in 
fuch a difpofition, when I faw him here ^at 
the Hague) laft Summer, whither he came 
to be paid for fome Books, which he h^d 
Printed heretofore, and delivered to the Book- 
fellers of this Town. 

To return to Spinofa and his Tractatus 
TheologicthPoliticus^ I fhall fay what I think 
of it, after I have fet down the judgment, 
which two famous Authors made of it, one 
whereof was of the Confeffion of Ausburg, 
and the other Reformed. The firft isSpitze- 
liup, who (peaks of it thus, in his Treatife 
entituled Infelix Literator p. 363. „That 
^impious Author (Spinofa) blinded by a 
^prodigious prefumption, was fo impudent 
„and fo full of Impiety, as to maintain that 
^Prophecies were only grounded upon the 
„fancy of the Prophets ; and that the Prophets 
„and the Apoftles wrote naturally according 
„to their own light and knowledge, without 
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y,any Revelation or Order from God : That 
„they accommodated Religion, as well as they 
,,cou*d, to the Genius of thofe who lived at 
y,that time, and eflablifhed it upon fuch 
^Principles as were then well known, and com- 
„monly received. Irreliogiffimus Author ftu- 
penda fui fidentia plane fafcinatus, eo progref- 
fus impudentiae & impietatis fuit, ut prophe- 
tiam dependifTe dixerit a fallaci imaginatione 
prophetarum, eofque pariter ac Apoftolos non 
ex Revelatione & Divino ^mandato Scripfifle, 
fed tantum ex ipforummet naturali judicio; 
accommodavifle infuper Religionem, quo ad 
fieri potuit, hominum fui temporis ingenio, 
illamque fundamentis tum temporis maxime 
notis & acceptis fuper aedificafle. SpinoJ(a pre- 
tends in his Tractatus Theologico-Politicus, 
that the fame Method may and ought to be 
obferved (till for explaining the Holy Scrip- 
ture; for he maintains, amongft other things, 
that, as the Scripture, when it was firft pu- 
blif hed, was fitted to the efl:ablifhed opinions. 
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and to the capacity of the People, fo every Body- 
is free to expound it according to his Knowledge, 
and to make it agree with his own opinions. 
If this was true, good Lord ! What refpect 
couM we have for the Scripture? How cou'd 
we maintain that it is Divinely infpired? 
That it is a fure and firm Prophecy; that 
the holy Men, who are the Authors of it, 
fpoke and wrote by God's order, and by the in- 
fpiration of the Holy Spirit; that the fame Scrip- 
ture is mod certainly true, and that it gives a 
certain Teftimony of its Truth to our Con- 
sciences; and laftly, 'that it is a Judge, whole 
Decifions ought to be the conftant and un- 
variable Rule of our Thoughts, o^ our 
Faith, and of our Lives. If what Spinofa 
affirms were true, one might indeed very well 
fay, that the Bible is a Wax-Nofe, which 
may be turned and fhaped at one's will; a 
Glafs, thro' which every Body may exactly 
fee what pleafes his fancy; a Fool's Cap, 
which may be turned and fitted at one's 
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pleafure a hundred feveral ways. The Lord 
confound thee, Satan, and flop thy mouth! 

Spitzelius is not contented to fay what 
he thinks of that pernicious Book; but he 
adds to the judgment he made of it, that of 
Mr. de Manfeveld heretofore Profeflbr at 
Utrecht, who fpeaks of it thus, in a Book 
Printed at Amfterdam, in 1674. My opinion 
is, that that Treatife ought ro be buried for 
ever In an aeternal oblivion t Tractatum hunc 
ad aternas damnandum tenebras, Ac. Which 
is very judicioufly faid; feeing that Wicked 
Book does altogether overthrow the Chriftian 
Religion, by depriving the Sacred Writings 
of the Authority, on which it is folely 
grounded and eftablifhed. 

The fecond Teftimony I fhall produce is, 
that of Mr. William van Blyenburgof Dordrect, 
who kept a long, correfpondence with Spinofa, 
and who in his 31ft Letter to him, (See 
Spinofa*s Pofthumous Works pag. 476) fays, 
{peaking of himfelf, that he had embraced no 
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Trade, Liber fum nuUi adftrictus profeffioni, 
honeftis mercaturis me alo. That Merchant, 
who is a learned Man, in the Preface of a 
Book entituled. The truth of the Chriftian 
Religion, Printed at Leyden, in 1674, gives 
his judgment about the Treatife of Spinofa 
in thefe words. It is a Book, fays he, full 
of curious, but abominable difcoveries, the 
Learning and inquiries whereof mult needs 
have been fetched from Hell. Every Chriftian, 
nay, every Man of Senfe, ought to abhor fuch 
a Book. The Author endeavours to over- 
throw the Chriftian Religion, and baffle all 
our hopes, which are grounded upon it: In 
the room whereof he introduces Atheifin, or 
at mofl:, a Natural Religion forged according 
to the humour or interefts ot the Soveraigns. 
The wicked f hall be reftrain^d only by the fear 
of Punif hment; but a Man of Confcience, who 
neither fears the Executioner nor theLaws, may 
attempt any thing to fatisfy himfelf, &c. 
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1 muft add, that I have read that Book 
of Spinofa with application from the begin- 
ning to the end; but I proteft at the fame 
time before God, that I have found no folid 
arguments in it, nor any thing that cou'd 
fhake, in the leaft, my belief of the Gofpel. 
Inftead of folid reafons, it contains meer fup- 
pofitions, and what we call in the School, 
petitiones principii. The things which the 
Author advances, are given for Proofs, which 
being denied and rejected, the remaining part of 
his Treatife will be found to contain nothing but 
Lies and Blafphemies. Did he think that the 
World wou'd believe him blindly upon his 
word, and that he was not obliged to give 
good reafons and good proofs for what he 
advanced ? 

Laftly, feveral Writifigs, which Spinofa 
left after his death were Printed in 1677, in 
which year he alfo died. They are called his 
Pofthumous Works, Opera Pofthuma. Thefe 
three Letters B. D. S. are to be found in 
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the Title of the Book, which contains five 
feveral Works. The firft, is a Treatife of 
Morals demonftrated Geometrically, Ethica 
more Geometrico demonftrata. The fecond, 
is about Politicks. The third, treats of the 
Underftanding, and of the means of rectifying 
it, De emendatione Intellectus. The fourth, 
is a Collection of Letters, and Anfwers to 
them, Epiftolae & Refponfiones. The fifth, is 
an Abridgement of the Hebrew Grammar, 
Compendium Grammatices Linguae Hebraese. 
The Printer's name and the place wherein 
that Book was Printed, are not mention'd in 
the Title-page; which f hews that the Perfbn 
who publifhed it, did not care to be known. 
But Mr Vander Spyck, Spinofa's Landlord, 
who is alive ftill, tells me that Spinofa ordered 
that immediately after his death, his Desk, 
which contained his Letters and Papers, 
fhou'd be fent to John Rieuwertzen, a Printer 
at Amfterdam: Which Vander Spyck dit not 
fail to perform according to his Will. And 



,y Google 



6s 

John Rieuwertzen acknowledged that he had 
received that Desk, as it appears by his 
Anfwer dated from Amfterdam the 25th of 
March, 1677. He adds towards the latter part 
of his Letter, that The Relations of Spinofa 
wou'd fain know to whom it was directed, 
becaufe they fancied that is was full of 
Money, and that they wou'd not fail to 
enquire about it of the Waterman, who had 
been intruded with it. But, fays he, if the 
Packets, that are fent hither by water, are 
not regiftred at the Hague, I dcn*t fee how 
they can be informed about it, and indeed it 
is better they fhou'd know nothing of it, 
&c. He ends his Letter with thofe words, 
and it does clearly appear by that Letter, 
to whom we are beholden for fo abominable 
a Produftion. 

Several Learned Men have already fuffi- 
ciently difcovered the impious Doctrines 
contained in thofe Pofthumous Works, and 
have given notice to every Body to beware 
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of *em. I f hall only add fome few things to 
what has been faid by them. The Treatife of 
Morals begins with fome Difinitions orDef- 
criptions of the Deity. Who would not think 
at firft, confidering fo fine a beginning, that 
he is reading a Chriftian Philolbpher? All 
thofe Difinitions are fine, efpecially the fixth, 
wherein Spinofa lays, that God is an infinite 
Being; that is, a Subftance, which con tans in 
it felf an infinity of Attributes, every one 
whereof reprefents and exprefles an Eternal 
and infinite Subftance. But whea we enquire 
more narrowly into his Opinions, we find 
that the God of Spinofa is a meer Phantom, 
an imaginary God, who is nothing lels than 
God. And therefore the words of the Apoftle 
Tit. I. 1 6. concerning impious Men, may be 
very well applied to that Philofopher: They 
profefs that they know God, but in Works 
they deny him. What David fays of ungodly 
Men Pfalm 14.* i. does likewifefuit him: The 
Fool has faid in his Heart, there is no God. 
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This is the true Opinion of Spinofa, whatever 
he might fay. He takes the liberty to ufe the 
word God, and to take it in a fenfe unknown 
to all Chriftians, This he confeffes himfelf in 
his 2ift Letter to Mr. Oldenburg : I acknow- 
ledge, fays he, that I have a notion of God 
and Nature, very different from that of the 
Modem Chriftians. I believe that God is the 
Immanent, and not the Tranfient Caufe of 
all things : Deum rerum omnium Caufam im- 
manentem, non vero tranfeuntem ftatuo. And 
to confirm his Opinion, he alledges thefe 
Words of St. Paul; In him we live, and move 
and have our Being. Act. 17. 28. 

In order to underftand him, we muftcpn- 
fider that a Tranfient Caufe is, that the 
Productions whereof are external, or out of 
it felf; as a Man, who throws a Stone into 
the Air, or a Carpenter, who builds a Houfe: 
Whereas the Immanent Caufe acts inwardly, 
and is confined without acting outwardly. 
Thus when a Man's Soul thinks of, or defires 
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{omething, it is or remains in that thought 
or defire, without going out of it, and is the 
immanent Caufe thereof. In the fame manner, 
the God of Spinofa is the Caufe of theUni- 
verfe wherein he is, and he is not beyond 
it. But becaufe the Univerfe has fome bounds, 
it wou'd follow that God is a limited and 
finite Being. And tho he fays that God is 
infinite, and comprehends an infinity of Per- 
feftions; he mull needs play with the words 
Eternal and Infinite, feeing he cannot under- 
ftand by them a Being, which did fubfift before 
Time was, and before any other Being was 
created, but he calls that infinite, wherein 
the Humane Underftanding can neither find 
and End, nor any Bounds : For he thinks the 
Productions of God are fo numerous, that 
Man, with all the ftrength of his Mind, 
cannot conceive any Bounds in them. Befides, 
they are fo folid, and fo well fettled and 
connected one with another, that they fhall 
lafl for ever. 
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Neverthelefs, he lays, in his aift Letter, 
that they were in the wrong, who charged 
him with aflerting that God and Matter, 
wherein God Acts, are but one and the fame 
thing. But' after all, he can't forbear con- 
feffing, that Matter is a thing effential to the 
Deity, who is and works only in Matter, 
that is, in the Univerfe. The God of Spinofa 
is therefore nothing elfe but Nature, infinite, 
but yet corporeal and material, taken in 
general, and with all its Modifications. For 
he fuppofes that there are two Eternal Pro- 
perties in God, cogitatio & extenfio. Thinking 
and Extenfion : By the firft of thofe Pro- 
perties, God is containM in the Univerfe; 
by the fecond, he is the Univerfe itfelf, and 
both joyn'd together make up what he calls 
God. 

As far as I am able to underftand Spinofa, 
the difpute between us Chriftians and him 
runs upon this, viz. Whether the true God 
be an Eternal Subftance, different and diftinft 
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from the Univerfe, and from the whole 
Nature, and whether by a free Act of his 
Will he produc'd the World, and all Creatures 
out of nothing; or whether the Univerfe, and 
all the Beings it comprehends, do eflenfually 
belong to the Nature of God, being eonfider'd 
as a Subftance, whofe Thought and Extenfion 
are infinite? Spinofa maintains the laft pro- 
pofitioh. The Antifptnofa of L. Vittichius, 
pag. 1 8. and feq, may be confulted. Thus he 
owns indeed, that God is the General Caufe 
of all things; but he pretends, that God 
produces 'em neceflarily without freedom and 
choice, and without confulting his Will. In 
like manner, every thing that happens in the 
World, Good or Evil, Virtue or Vice, Sin 
or good Works, does neceffarily proceed 
from him: and consequently there ought 
to be no Judgment, no Punifhment, no 
Refurection, no Salvation, no Damnation. 
For if it were fo, that imaginary God 
wou'd Punifh and Reward his own Work, 
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as a Child does his Baby. Is it not the 
moll pernicious Atheifin that ever was 
feen in the world? And therefore Mr 
Burmanus, a Reformed Minifter at Enk- 
hxiyfen calls Spinofa, with great Reafon, the 
moft impious Atheift, that ever liv'd upon 
the Face of the Earth. 

I don't defign to examine here all the im- 
pious and abfur'd Doctrines of Spinofa; I 
have mentioned fome of the moft important, 
• only to infpire the Christian Reader with 
the averfion and horror he ought to have for 
fuch pernicious Opinions. But I muft not 
forget to fay, that it does plainly appear by 
the fecond part of his Ethicks, that he makes 
the Soul and Body but one Being, the Pro- 
perties whereof are, as he exprefles it. Thin- 
king and Extenfion; for he explains himfelf 
in that Manner pag. 40. „When I fpeak of 
„the Body, I mean only a Mode, which 
^exprefles the Eflence of God in a certain 
„and precife manner, ashe is confidered under 
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yjAc nodoo of an extended thing." Per Corpus 
inteUigp modom qui Dei eflentiam, quatenus 
at res extenia confideratnr, certo &detenni- 
nato modo exprimit. As for the Soul, which 
is and acts in the Body, it is only another 
Modification or manner of being, produced 
by Nature, or manifefted by Thought : It is 
not a Spirit, or a particular Subftance no 
more than the Body, but a Modification, 
which expreiles the Eflence of God, as he 
manifefts himfelf. Acts and Works by Thought. 
Did ever any Body hear any fuch abomi- 
nations among Chriftians! At that rate God 
cou'd neither Punif h the Soul nor the Body, 
unlefs he would Punifh and Deftroy himfelf. 
Towards the latter part of his aift Letter, 
he overthrows the great Myftery of Godliaefe, 
as we find it exprefled i. Tim. 3.16. by 
maintaining, that the Incarnation of the Son 
of God is nothing elfe but the Eternal Wif- 
dom, which having appeared in all things, 
particularly in our Hearts and Souls, was at 
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laft manifefted in an extraordinary manner 
in Jefus Chrift: He fays a little lower, 
that fome Churches indeed add to it, that 
Cod made himfelf a Man; but fays he, I 
have declared in exprefs terms, that I don't 
kwow what they mean by it. Quod quaedam 
Ecclefiae his addant, quod Deus naturam 
humanam affumpferit, monui exprefFe me 
quid dicant nefcire, &c. He goes on, and 
fays. That Doctrine feems to me to be as 
ftrange, as if any one T hou'd teach that a 
Circle has taken the nature of a Triangle or 
of a Square. Which gives him occafion towards 
the latter part of his a 3d Letter, to 
explain the famous Paflage of St. John : The 
Word was made Flefh. Chap. L 14. by a 
way of fpeaking very common amongft the 
Eaftem Nations, and to render it thus, God 
has manifefted himfelf in Jefus Chrift, in a 
moft partcular manner. 

I have f hewn plainly, and in a few words, 
in my Sermon, how in his 23d and a4th 
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Letters, he endeavours to deftroy the 
Myftery of the Refurrection of Jefus 
Chrift, which is a Capital Doctrine amongft 
us, and the ground of our Hopes and Com- 
fort. I need not fpend more time in fetting 
down the other impious Doctrines, which he 
teaches. 

Some fFritings of Spinofa^ which have 
not been Printed. 

He, who took care to publifh the Poft- 
humous Works of Spinofa, reckons 
amongft the Writings of that Author, which 
have not been Printed, a Treatife concerning 
the Rain-Bow. I know fome Men of great 
note in this Town, (at the Hague) who have 
feen and read that Treatife; but they did 
not advife Spinofa to publifh it: Which 
perhaps gave him refblve to burn it half a 
year before he died, as I have been informed 
by the people of the Houfe, where he lived. 
He had alfo begun a Tranflation of the Old 
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Teftament into Dutch, about which, he often 
difcourfed with fome Men learned in the 
Languages, and enquired into the Explications 
which the Chriftians give to feveral Paffages. 
He had finifhed the five Books of Mofes, a 
great while ago, when fome few days before 
he died he burnt the whole Work in his 
Chamber. 

Several Authors confute his Works. 

His Works were fcarce publifhed, but 
God raifed to his Glory, and for the 
defence of the Chriftian Religion, feveral 
Champions who confuted them with all the 
Succefs they cou'd hope for. Dr. Theoph. 
Spitzelius names two of 'em in his Book en- 
tituled, Infelix Literator, viz. Francis Kuyper 
of Rotterdam, whofe Book Printed in the 
year 1676, is, entituled Arcana Atheifini 
revelata, &c. The profound Misteries of 
Atheifm difcovered. The fecond is, Regnier de 
Manfveld Profeflbr, at Utrecht, who in the 
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year 1674 Printed in the fame place a Book 
upon the fame Subject. 

The next year 1675, a Confutation of the 
fame Treatife of Spinofa, entituled'^ Enervatio 
Tractatus Theologico-PoHtici, came out of the 
Prefs of Ifaac Naeranus: It was written by 
John Bredenburg, whofe Father had been 
Elder of the Lutheran Church at Rotterdam. 
George Mathias Konig was pleafed in his 
Bibliotheque of ancient and modern Authors, 
pag. 770, to call him a certain Weaver of 
Rotterdam, Textorem quendam Rotterodamen- 
lem. If he exercifed fuch a Mechanical Art, 
I am fure that no Man of his Profeflion did 
ever fhew fo much ability, or produced fuch 
a Work; for he does Geometrically demon- 
ftrate in that Book, and in a clear and unan- 
fwerable manner, that Nature neither is, nor 
can be God himfelf, as Spinofa pretends. 
Being not very well skill'd in the Latin 
Tongue, he was obliged to write his Book 
in Dutch, and to make ufe of another Man's 
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hand to Tranflate it into Latin. Which he 
did, as he himfelf lays in the Preface to his 
Book, to the end, that Spinofa, who was ftill 
alive, might have no excufe or pretence, in 
cafe he made no reply to it. 

Neverthelefs, I don't find that all the 
Argnments of that Learned man are con- 
vincing. Befides, he feems to incline toSoci- 
nianifm in fome parts of his Book. This is 
at leaft the judgment 1 make of it, and I 
believe it does not differ in that refpect from 
the judgment of knowing Men, to whom I 
leave the decifion of it. However, it is certain 
that Francis Kuyper and Bredenburgpublifhed 
feveral Writings one againft another, and 
that Kuyper in his accufations againft his 
Adverfary, pretended to no lefs than to 
convince him of Atheifm. 

In the year 1676, Lambert Veldhuis of 
Utrecht, publifhed a Book, entituled Trac- 
tatus Moralis de Naturali pudore, &dignitate 
hominis. He overthrows, in that Treatife, 
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the Principles whereby Spinofa pretends to 
prove, that all the Good or Evil, which 
Men do, is produc'd by a Superior and 
neceflary operation of God or Nature. I have 
already mention'd William Van Bleyenburg, 
a "Merchant of Dordrecht, who enter'd into 
the Lift in the year 1674, and refuted the 
impious Book of Spinofa, erititul'd, Tractatus 
Theologico-Politicus. I cannot forbear com- 
paring him with the Merchant, whom our 
Saviour fpeaks of. Mat. XIII. 45,46. Seeing 
he does not prefent us with worldly and perifha- 
ble Riches, by the publif hing of his Book, but 
with a Treafure of an infinite value, and 
which fhall never perifh. It were to be wifh'd, 
that there were many fuch Merchants upon 
the Exchanges of Amsterdam and Rotterdam. 
Our Divines of the Confefflon of Augsburg 
have alfo diftinguifht themfelves amongft 
thofe, who have refuted the impious Doftrine 
of Spinofa. His Tractatus Theologico-Politicus 
was fcarce come out, but they took Pen in 
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hand awd wrote againft him. We may name 
firft Dr. Mufaeus, Profeflbr of Divinity, at 
Jena, a Man of a great Genius, and who 
perhapfe had not his like in his Time. During 
the Life of Spinofa, viz. in the year 1704, 
he publif h'd a Diflertation of twelve Sheets, 
entitul'd Tractatus Theplogico-Politicus ad 
Veritatis Lumen examinatus. The Theological 
„and Political Treatife examined by the Light 
„of Reafon and Truth. He declares, pag. a. 
3. his averfion and horror for fuch an impious 
Production, and exprefles it in theft words. 
Jure merito quis dubitet, num ex illis, quos 
ipfe Dasmon ad humana divinaque jura per- 
vertenda magno numero conduxit, repertus 
fuerit, qui in iis depravandis operofior fuerit 
quam hie Impoftor, magno EccWfiae malo & 
Reipublicae detrimento natus. , , One may very 
„well doubt, whether, amongft the many Men, 
„whom the Devil has hir'd to overthrow all 
„Humane and Divine right, any of 'em has 
^been more bufy about it, than that Impoftor, 



,y Google 



8o 

^who was born to the great Mifchief of 
^Church and State.** He fets down Cp^- 5» 
6, 7.) with great clearnefs the Philofbphical 
Expreffions of Spinofa, he explains thofe which 
are capable of a double fenfe, and f hews in 
what fenfe Spinofa made ufe of 'em, that one 
may the better underftand him. He f hews 
(pag. 16. §. 32.) that when Spinofa publifhed 
that Book, he defign'd to teach that every 
Man has the right and liberty of fixing his 
Belief in point of Religion, and of confining 
it only to fuch things as are not above his 
reach, and which he can comprehend. He 
had already (pag. 14. §. 28) very clearly 
flated the Queflion, and f hewn wherein 
Spinofa differs from the Chrifl:ians; And in 
the fame manner he continues to examine 
that Treatift of Spinofa, and confutes every 
pan of it with good folid Reafons. There is 
no doubt but Spinofa himfelf read that Book 
of Dr. Mufseus, feeing it was found amongft 
his Papers after his death. 
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Tho' feveral Authors writ againft the 
Theological and Political Treatise, as I have 
already obferved; yet none in my Opinion 
has done it with more Solidity than that 
Learned Profeflbr; and my judgment of him 
is confirmed by that of many others. The 
Author, who, under the Name of Theodorus 
Securus, publif bed a fmall Treatife, entituled, 
Origo Atheifmi, fays in another little Book, 
entituled, Prudentia Theologica. ,,I do very 
„much wonder that the Diflertation of Dr. 
,,MufaBUS f hou'd be fo fcarce, and fo little 
^known here in Holland. That Learned 
^Divine, who writ upon fo important a Sub- 
,ject, f hou'd have more juftice done him; 
,/or he has certainly had a better Succefs than 
„any other." Mr. FuUerus, (in continuatione 
Bibliothecae Univerfalis &c.) exprefles him- 
felf thus, fpeaking of Dr. Mufoeus : „ That 
„mofl; famous Divine of Jena has refuted the 
^pernicious Book of Spinofa with his ufual 
„folidity and learning. Celeberrimus ille Jenen- 
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lium Theologus Joh. Mufaeus Spinofae pefti- 
lentiffium foetum accutiffimis, quels folet, telis 
confodit. 

The fame Author does alfo mention Frederic 
Rapoltus, Profeflbr of Divinity, at Leipfick, 
who in a Speech which he pronounced when 
he took Pofleffion of his Profeflbrfhip, did 
likewife refute the Dodtrine of Spinofa. I 
have read his Speech, and I find that he 
has confuted him but indirectly, and without 
naming him: It is entituled, Oratio contra 
Naturaliftas, habita ipfis Kalendis Junii ann. 
1670, and it is to be found in the Theolo- 
gical Works of Rappoltus tom. i. pag. 1386 
and Seq. publifhed by Dr. John Benedict 
Carpzovius, and Printed at Leipfick in 1692. 
Dr. J. Conrad Durrius, ProfeflTor at Altorf 
followed the fame Plan in a Speech, which 
I have not read, but I have heard it highly 
commended. 

Monfieur Aubert de Verfe publifhed in 1681 
a Book, entituled. The impious Man convinced, 
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Grounds of his Atheifm are confuted. In 
1687 Peter Yvon, a Kinfman and a Difciple 
of Labadie, and Minifter of thofe of his Sect 
at Wiewerden in Frifeland, writ a Treatife 
againft Spinofa which he publifhed under this 
Title, Impiety vanquifhed, &c. In the Sup- 
plement to Moreri's Dictionary, in the Article 
of Spinofa, there is a Treatife mentioned, 
entituled, De concordia Rationis & Fidei, 
written by Monfieur Huet : That Book was Re- 
printed at Leipfickin 1692, and the Journalifts 
of that City gave a good Abftract of it, (fee 
Acta Erudit. an. 1695, pag. 395) wherein the 
Doctrine of Spinofa is fet down with great 
clearnefs, and refuted with great Force and 
Learning. The Learned Mr. Simon and Mr. 
de la Motte, Minifter of the Savoy in London, 
have both of 'em writ upon the fame fubject : 
I have feen the Worksofthofe two Authors, 
but I don't underftand French enough to 
judge of 'em. Mr. Peter Poiret who lives 
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now at Reinsburg near Leyden, publifhed a 
Treatife againft Spinofa in the fecond Eidition 
of his Book, De Deo, Anima, & malo : That 
Treatife is entituled, Fundamenta Atheifmi 
everfa, five specimen abfurditatis Spinofianae. 
It is a Work which very well deferves to be 
read with attention. 

The laft Work, I fhall mention, is that 
of Mr. Wittichius, Profeflbr at Leyden, which 
was Printed in 1690, after the death of the 
Author, with this Title, Chriftophori Wit- 
tichii Profeflbris Leidenfis -^/i/i-Spinofa, 
sive Examen Ethices B. de Spinofa. It 
was fometime after tranflated into Dutch; 
and Printed at Amfterdam by Wasbergen. 
'Tis no Wonder to fee that great Man defa- 
med, and his Reputation ftained after his 
death, in fuch a Book as the Continuation 
of the Life of Philopater. It is faid in that 
Book, that Mr. Wittichius was an excellent 
Philofopher, and a great Friend of Spinofa, 
that he kept correspondence and a great many 
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private Converfations with him; in a word, 
that they were both of the fame Opinion. 
That Mr. Wittichius writ againft the Ethicks 
of Spinofa, for fear of being reputed a 
Spinofift, and that his Confutation was Printed 
after his death only, that he might not lofe 
his Honour, and the Reputation of an Ortho- 
dox Chriftian. Thefe are the calumnies, 
which that infolent Author has advanced: I 
don't know from whence he had 'em, nor 
upon what appearance of truth he can build 
fo many Lies. How came he to know that 
thofe two Philofophers kept fuch ftrict a 
Correfpondence together, that they faw and 
writ fo often to one another? We don't find 
any Letter of Spinofa to Wittichius, nor of 
Wittichius to Spinofa among the Letters of 
that Author, which have been Printed; and 
there is none neither among thofe wich remain 
to be Printed : So that we have all the realbn 
in the World to believe, that this ftrict 
Correspondence, and the Letters which they 



,y Google 



8(f 

writ to one another, are a meer fiction ot 
that Calumniator. I confefs, I never had 
occafion to fpeak to Mr. Wittichius; but 1 
am pretty wel acquainted with Mr. Zimmer- 
man, his Nephew, who is now Minifter of th*' 
Church of England, and who lived with 
his Uncle the latter part of his Life 
What he told me upon that Subject, is 
altogether contrary to what has been Pu- 
blif hed by the Author of Philopater's Life. 
Nay, he fhew'd me a Writing, which his 
Uncle had dictated to him, wherein the 
Opinions of Spinofa are both well explained 
and confuted. What can one defire more for 
his juftification, than the laft Work which 
he writ? There we fee what he believed, 
and there he makes, as it were, aConfeflion 
of his Faith before he died. Will any Man, 
that has any fenfe of Religion, be so bold 
as to think and even to publif h, that it was all 
meer Hypocrify, that he did it only that he 
might go to Church, and to falve appearances, 
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and avoid being accounted an Impious Man 
and a Libertine? 

If any fuch thing could be inferred, when 
there has been feme Correfpondence between 
two Perlbns; I fhou*d not find my felf very 
fafe; and few Minifters wou'd be fecure from 
the Tongues of Calumniators, feeing it is 
fometimes impoffible for us to avoid all 
manner of converfe with Ibme Perlbns, whofe 
Belief is none of the moft Orthodox. 

I fhall willingly mention William Deurhof, 
of Amfterdam, and I name him with all the 
diftinction he deferves. That Profeffor has 
always vigoroufly aflaulted the Opinions of 
Spinofa in all his Works, but efpecially in 
his Lectures of Divinity. Mr. Francis Halma 
does him juftice in his Dutch Account of 
Spinofa; when he fays, that he has refuted the 
Opinions of that Philofopher with fo much 
folidity, that none of* his Partifans durft 
hitherto vye ftrength with him. He adds, 
that that fubtil Writer, is able dill to con- 
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fute the calumnies of Philopater's Life, and 
to ftop his mouth. 

I f hall fay but one word of two famous 
Authors, and ni put 'em together, tho' they 
are now fet one againft the other. The firfl: 
is Mr. Bayle, Co well known in the Common- 
wealth of Learning, that I need not make his 
iJncomium in this place. The fecond, is Mr. 
Jaquelot heretofore Minifter of the French 
Church at the Hague, and now Chaplain to 
the King of Pruflia. They made both of 'em 
learned and folid Remarks on the Life, Wri- 
tings, and Opinions of Spinofa, which have 
been Tranflated into Dutch by Francis Halma, 
a Bookfeller at Amfterdam, and a Scholar. He 
had added to his Tranflation, a Preface, and 
fome judicious Remarks upon the Continuation 
of Philopater's Life; which deferve to be read. 

There is no neeti to mention here fome 
Writers, who have very lately oppofed the 
Doctrine of Spinofa, upon account of a Book, 
entituled, Hemel op Aarden, Paradice on 
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Earth, written by Mr. van LeenhoflJ a Re- 
formed Minifter of Zwol, wherein *tis pre- 
tented that he builds upon the fame founda- 
tions with Spinofa. Thofe things are top 
frefh, and too well known to infill upon 
'em: I therefore proceed to mention the Death 
of that famous Atheifl:. 

Of the laft Sicknefs^ and Death of Spinofa. 

c 

There has been fo many various and falfe 
Reports about the Death of Spinofa, 
that 'tis a wonder how fome underftanding 
Men came to acquaint the Publick with it 
upon Hear-fays, without taking care to be 
better informed of what they publif hed. One 
may find a Pattern of thofe falshoods in the 
Menagiana, Printed at Amfterdiim in 1695, 
where the Author exprefies himfelf thus. 

„I have been told that Spinofa died of 
„the fear he was in, of being committed to 
„the Bafl:ille. He came into France at the 
j^defire ot two P^rfons of Quality, who had 
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^a mind to fee him. Mr. de Pompone had 
^notice of it, and being a Minifter, very 
,,zeaIous for Religion, he did not think fit 
„to permit that Spinofa fhou'd live in France, 
„where he might do a great deal of Mifchief; 
„and in order to prevent it, he relblvM to 
„fend him to the Baftille. Spinofa having had 
„norice of it, made his efcape in a Fryar's 
„Habiti but I will not warrant this laft 
„Circumftance. That which is certain, is, that 
„I have been told by feveral people, that he 
„was a little Man, and of a yellowifh com- 
„plexion, and that he had an ill -Look, and 
„bore a Character of Reprobation in his Face.'* 
There is not one word of truth in this 
Account; for it is certain, that Spinofa was 
never in France: And tho fome Perfbns of 
great note endeavoured to have him there, 
as he himftlf confeft to his Landlords, yet 
he aflured them, at the fame time, that he 
hoped he wou'd never be fo great a Fool as 
to do fuch a thing. One may alfo eafily 
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judge from what I fhall fay hereafter, that 
it is altogether falfe that he died of Fear. 
Wherefore I fhall fet down the Circum- 
ftances of his Death without partiality, and 
I Ihall advance nothing without proving it; 
which I can the more eafily do, becaufe he 
died, and was buried here at the Hague. 

Spinofa was a Man of a very weak Con- 
ftitution, unhealthy and lean, and had been 
troubled wit?h a Pthyfick above twenty years, 
which oblig'd him to keep a ftrict courfe of 
Dyet, and to be extreamly f ober in his Meat 
and Drink. Neverthelefs, his Landlord, and 
the people of the Houfe did not believe that 
he was fo near his end, even a little while 
before he died, and they had not the leaft 
thought of it. For the 22d of February, 
which happened to be then the Saturday 
before the laft week of the Carnaval, his 
Landlord and his Wife went to the Sermon 
which is preachM in our Church, to difpofe 
every Body to receive the Communion, which 
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IS adminiftred the next day according to a 
Cuftom eftablif hed amongft us. The Landlord 
being come from Church \t four a Clock, or 
thereabouts, Spinofa went down Stairs, and 
had a pretty long Converfation with him, 
which did particularly run upon the Sermon ; 
and having taken a Pipe of Tobacco, he 
retired into his Chamber, which was forwards, 
and went to Bed betimes. Upon Sunday 
Morning before Church-time, he went down 
Stairs again, and difcourfed with his Land- 
lord and his Wife. He had fent for a Phy- 
fitian from Amfterdam, whofe Name I fhall 
only exprefs by thefe two Letters, L, M. 
That Phifitian ordered 'em to boil an old 
Cock immediately, that Spinofa might take 
fome Broth about noon, which he did, and 
eat fome of the Meat with a good Stomach, 
when his Landlord and his Wife came from 
Church. In the afternoon the Phyfitian 
L. M. ftaid alone with Spinofa, the people 
of the Houfe being returned to Church. 
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But as they were comming from Church, 
they were very much furprized to hear, that 
Spinofa had expired about three a Clock, in 
the prefenee of that Phyfician, who that very 
Evening returned to Amfterdam by the 
Night-boat, without taking any care of the 
Deceafed. He was the more willing to difpenfe 
himself from that Duty, becaufe immediately 
after the Death of Spinola he had taken a 
Ducatoon and a little Money, which the 
Deceafed had left upon the Table, and a 
Knife with a Silver Handle; and fo retired 
with his Booty. 

The particularities of his Sicknefs and 
Death have been varioufly reported, and 
have occafioned feveral Conteftations. 'Tis 
faid, ift, That during his Sicknefs he took 
the neceffary Precautions to avoid being 
vifited by thofe whofe Sight wou'd have 
been troublefome to him. 2dly, That he fpoke 
once, and even feveral times thefe words, 
O God have mercy upon me miferable Sinner. 
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jdly. That they heard him often (igh, when 
he pronounced the Name of God, Which 
gave occafion to thofe, who wereprefent, to 
ask him, whether he believed, at laft, the 
Exiftence of a God whole judgment he had 
great Reafbn te fear after his death? And 
that he anfwered'em, that he had dropt that 
word out of Cuftom. 'Tis faid, 4thly, That 
he kept by him fome Juice of Mandrake 
ready at hand which he made ufe of, when 
he perceived he was a dying, that he drew 
the Curtains of his Bed afterwards, and then 
loft his Senfes, fell into a profound Sleep, 
and departed this Life in that manner. 5thly, 
That he had given exprefs orders to let no 
Body come into his Room, when he fhou'd 
be near his End: And likewife, that finding 
he was a dying, he call'd for his Landlady, 
and defired her to fuffer no Minifter to come 
to him; becaufe he was willing to die peacea- 
bly and without dilputing, &c. 
I have carefully enquired into the truth 
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of all thofe things, and ask*d feveral times 
his Landlord and his Landlady, who are alive 
ftill, what they knew of it : But they anf- 
wered me, at all times, that they knew 
nothing of it, and were perfwaded that all 
thofe Circumftances were meer Lies. For he 
never forbad them to admit any body in his 
Chamber but the Phyfitian of Amfterdam, 
whom I have mentioned. No body heard the 
words, which *tis faid, he fpoke, O God, 
have mercy upon me miferable Sinner: Nor 
is it likely that they fhouM come out of his 
mouth, feeing he did not think that he was 
fo near his Death, and the people of the 
Houfe had not the leaft fufpicion of it. He 
did not keep his Bed during his flcknefs; 
for the very day that he died, he went down 
Stairs, as I have obferved: He lay forwards 
in a Bed made according to the faf hion of 
the Country, which they call Bedftead. His 
Landlady, and the people ofthe Houfe know 
nothing of his ordering to fend away the 
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Minifters, that f hou'd come to fee him, or 
of his invocating the Name of God durinp 
his Sicknefs. Nay, they believe the con- 
trary, becaufe ever fince he began to be in 
a languif hing condition, he always expreft, 
in all his fufferings, a truly Stoical conftancy; 
even fo as to reprove others, when they 
happened to complain, and to fhew in their 
SicknefTes little Courage or too great a 
Senfibility. 

Laftly, as for the Juice of Mandrake, which, 
'tis faid, he madeufe of when he was a dying, 
which made him lofe his Senfes; it is alfoa 
circumftance altogether unknown to the people 
of the Houfe : And yet they us'd to prepare 
every thing he wanted for his Meat and 
Drink, and the Remedies which he took from 
time to time. Nor is that Drug mencion'd in 
the Apothecary's Bill, who was the fame to 
whom the Phyfician of Amfterdam fent for 
the Remedies, which Spinofa wanted the lall 
days of Jjis Life. 
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Spinofa being dead, bis Landlord took care 
of his Burial. John Rieuwertz, a Printer at 
Amfterdam, defired him to do it, and promifed 
him, at the fame time, that he fbou'd be 
paid for all the charges he f houd be at, and 
paft his word for it. The Letter which he 
wrote to him upon that Subject, is dated 
from Amfterdam the 6th of March 1678. He 
does not forget to fpeak of that Friend of 
Schiedam, whom I have mentioned, who to 
fhew how dear and precious the memory of 
Spinofa was to him, paid exactly to Vander 
Spyck, all that he cou'd pretend from his 
late Lodger. The Money was at the fame 
time remitted to him, as Rieuwertz himfelf 
had received it by the order of his Friend. 

As they were making every thing ready 
for the Burial of Spinofa, one Schroder, an 
Apothecary, made a Proteftation againft it, 
pretending to be paid for fome Medicines 
wherewith he had fumifhed the Deceafed 
during his Sicknefs. His Bill amounted to 
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fixteen Florins and two pence, I find in it 
fome Tinfture of Saffron, fome Balfam, fome 
Powders, ftc, but there is no Opium nor 
Mandrake mentioned therein. The Proteftation 
was immediately taken o% and the Bill paid 
by Mr. Vander Spyck. 

The dead Body was carried to the Grave 
in the New Church upon the Spuy, the 
25th of February, being attended by many 
Illuftrious Perfons and followed by fix 
Coaches. The Burial being over, the parti- 
cular Friends or Neighbours, were treated 
with fome Bottles of Wine, according to the 
cuflom of the Country, in the Houfe where 
the Deceafed lodged. 

I f hall obferve by the bye, that the Bar- 
ber of Spinofa brought in after his Death, 
a Bill expreft in thefe words: „Mr Spinofa, 
„of Bleffed Memory, owes to Abraham 
,,Kervel, for having fhaved him the laft 
^Quarter, the fumm of one Florin and eigh- 
„:een pence.** The Man, who invited his 
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Friends to his Burial, two Ironmongers, and 
the Mercer, who fumifhed the Mourning 
Gloves, made him the fame Complement in 
their Bills. 

If they had known what were the Prin- 
ciples of Spinofa in point of Religion ; 't is 
likely that they would not have made ufe 
of the word BlefTed: Or perhaps th^y ufed 
that word according to Cuftom, which per- 
mits, fometimes, the abufe of fuch Expreflions, 
even with refpect to thole, who die in defpair, 
or in a final Impenitence, 

Spinofa being buried, his Landlord caufed 
the Inventory of his Goods to be made. The 
Notary he made ufe of, brought in a Bill, 
in this form: William van Hove, Notary, 
for having made the Inventory of the Goods 
and Effects of the late Sieur Benedict de 
Spinofa. His Bill amounts to feventeen Florins 
and eight pence, which he acknowledges 
to have received the 14th of November, 
1677. 



,y Google 



lOO 

Rebekah of Spinofa, Sifter of the Deceaced, 
declared her felf his Heir. But becaufe f he 
refufed to pay, in the firft place, the charges^ 
of the Burial, and fome Debts wherewith 
the Succeflion was clogged; Mr. Vander 
Spyck fent to her at Amfterdam, and fum- 
moned her to do it, by Robert Schmeding, 
who carried his Letter of Attorny drawn up 
and figned by Libertus Loef the 30th of 
March, 1677. But, before f he paid any thing 
fhe had a mind to know, whether the Debts 
and Charges being paid, fhe might get 
fomething by her Brother's Inheritance. 
Whilft fhe was deliberating about it, Vander 
Spyck was authoriz'd by Law, to make a 
publick Sale of the Goods in queftion ; which 
was executed; and the Money arifing from 
the fale being depofited in the ufual 
place, the Sifter of Spinofa made an 
Attachment of it. But perceiving that after 
the Payment of the Charges and Debts, there 
wou'd be little or nothing at all left, fhe 
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defifted from her pretentions. The Attorny^ 
John Lukkats, who ferved Vander Spyck in 
that Affair, brought him a Bill of thirty three 
Florins and fixteen pence, for which he gave 
his Receipt the ift of June, 1678. The Sale 
of the faid Goods was made here C^t the 
Hague) the 4th of November, 1677, by Rykus 
van Stralen, a fwom Cryer, as it appears by 
his Account, bearing the fame Date. 

One needs only caft one's Eyes upon that 
Account, to perceive that it was the Inven- 
tory of a true Philofopher: It contains only 
fome fmall Books, Ibme Cuts, fome pieces of 
poHfhed Glafs, fome fnftruments to polifh 
them, &c. 

It appears likewife, by his Cloaths, how 
good a Husband he was. A Camlet Cloak, 
and a pair of Breeches were fold for twenty 
one Florins aud fourteen pence, another grey 
Cloak, twelve Florins and fourteen pence, 
four Sheets, fix Florins and eight pence, feven 
Shirts, nine Florins ^nd fix pence^ one Bed 



,y Google 



I02 

fiveteen Florins, nineteen Bands, one Florin 
and eleven pence, five Handkerchiefs, twelve 
pence, two red Curtains, a Counter-pain, and 
a little Blanket, fix Florins: And all his 
Plate, confifted of one Pair of Silver-Buckles 
which were fold, two Florins. The whole 
Sale of Goods amounted to four hundred 
Florins and thirteen pence; and the charges 
of the Sale being deducted, there remained 
three hundred ninety Florins and fourteen 
pence. 

Thefe are all the particulars I cou'd learn 
about the Life and Death ofSpinofa: He was 
forty four years, two months and twenty 
feven days old, when he died; which happened 
rhe a I ft of February, 1677, and he was 
buried the 25th of the fame month. 



FINIS. 
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